
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S7777 June 14, 2007 
2007, and almost 27,050 will die from the dis-
ease; 

Whereas African-American men in the 
United States have the highest incidence in 
the world of prostate cancer; 

Whereas significant numbers of health 
problems that affect men, such as prostate 
cancer, testicular cancer, colon cancer, and 
infertility, could be detected and treated if 
men’s awareness of these problems was more 
pervasive; 

Whereas more than 1⁄2 of the elderly wid-
ows now living in poverty were not poor be-
fore the death of their husbands, and by age 
100 women outnumber men 8 to 1; 

Whereas educating both the public and 
health care providers about the importance 
of early detection of male health problems 
will result in reducing rates of mortality for 
these diseases; 

Whereas appropriate use of tests such as 
prostate specific antigen (PSA) exams, blood 
pressure screens, and cholesterol screens, in 
conjunction with clinical examination and 
self-testing for problems such as testicular 
cancer, can result in the detection of many 
of these problems in their early stages and 
increase the survival rates to nearly 100 per-
cent; 

Whereas women are 100 percent more like-
ly to visit the doctor for annual examina-
tions and preventive services than men; 

Whereas men are less likely than women to 
visit their health center or physician for reg-
ular screening examinations of male-related 
problems for a variety of reasons, including 
fear, lack of health insurance, lack of infor-
mation, and cost factors; 

Whereas National Men’s Health Week was 
established by Congress in 1994 and urged 
men and their families to engage in appro-
priate health behaviors, and the resulting in-
creased awareness has improved health-re-
lated education and helped prevent illness; 

Whereas the Governors of over 45 States 
issue proclamations annually declaring 
Men’s Health Week in their States; 

Whereas, since 1994, National Men’s Health 
Week has been celebrated each June by doz-
ens of States, cities, localities, public health 
departments, health care entities, churches, 
and community organizations throughout 
the Nation, that promote health awareness 
events focused on men and family; 

Whereas the National Men’s Health Week 
Internet website has been established at 
www.menshealthweek.org and features Gov-
ernors’ proclamations and National Men’s 
Health Week events; 

Whereas men who are educated about the 
value that preventive health can play in pro-
longing their lifespan and their role as pro-
ductive family members will be more likely 
to participate in health screenings; 

Whereas men and their families are en-
couraged to increase their awareness of the 
importance of a healthy lifestyle, regular ex-
ercise, and medical checkups; and 

Whereas June 11 through 17, 2007, is Na-
tional Men’s Health Week, which has the 
purpose of heightening the awareness of pre-
ventable health problems and encouraging 
early detection and treatment of disease 
among men and boys: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That Congress— 

(1) supports the annual National Men’s 
Health Week; and 

(2) calls upon the people of the United 
States and interested groups to observe Na-
tional Men’s Health Week with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

f 

ARMY SPECIALIST JOSEPH P. 
MICKS FEDERAL FLAG CODE 
AMENDMENT ACT OF 2007 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of Calendar No. 191, H.R. 692. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 692) to amend title 4, United 
States Code, to authorize the Governor of a 
State, territory, or possession of the United 
States to order that the National flag be 
flown at half-staff in that State, territory, or 
possession in the event of the death of a 
member of the Armed Forces from that 
State, territory, or possession who dies while 
serving on active duty. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, it is criti-
cally important that each time a sol-
dier, sailor, airman, or marine is lost 
in battle, their families, friends, and 
communities are shown the respect and 
support of a grateful nation. Trag-
ically, Michigan has lost more than 135 
heroes in the wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. One of the most powerful ways we 
honor those who have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for our country is to fly 
the flag they fought under at half-staff. 

On many occasions during the course 
of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
Governors around the country have 
issued proclamations for State agen-
cies and residents to lower our Nation’s 
flag to honor fallen servicemembers 
from their States. Many Federal agen-
cies in those States comply with such 
proclamations, but some have not. To 
those mourning the death of a loved 
one, this inaction can be hurtful and 
interpreted as indifference to their 
loss. I know my colleagues will agree 
that this is certainly not the message 
our Government wants to send to the 
families of our men and women in uni-
form. 

This legislation would prevent this 
situation by giving Governors the ex-
plicit authority to order our Nation’s 
flag lowered to half-staff when a mem-
ber of the Armed Forces from their 
State dies while serving on active duty. 
It would also require federal agencies 
in that State to lower their flags con-

sistent with a Governor’s proclama-
tion. The House of Representatives 
passed identical legislation on May 15. 
I am pleased that my colleagues sup-
port this legislation so that all levels 
of our Government will send a clear 
and consistent message when members 
of our military are killed in the course 
of their service to our country. 

One of my greatest honors as the 
chairman of the Senate Armed Serv-
ices Committee is to spend time with 
our troops, and they are as courageous, 
honorable, and capable a fighting force 
as the world has ever known. These 
men and women have made a commit-
ment to protect our Nation. We need to 
make an equally strong commitment 
to honor them when they make the ul-
timate sacrifice for our country. We 
owe our fallen soldiers, their families, 
and their communities a unified show-
ing of respect. 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
bill be read three times, passed, and 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table; that any statements relating 
thereto be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 692) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, JUNE 15, 2007 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that 
when the Senate completes its business 
today, it stand adjourned until 9:30 
a.m., Friday, June 15; that on Friday, 
following the prayer and pledge, the 
Journal of proceedings be approved to 
date, the morning hour be deemed ex-
pired, and the time for the two leaders 
reserved for their use later in the day, 
and the Senate then resume consider-
ation of H.R. 6, comprehensive energy 
legislation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, if there is no further business to 
come before the Senate today, I now 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate stand adjourned under the previous 
order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 7:13 p.m., adjourned until Friday, 
June 15, 2007, at 9:30 a.m. 
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